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NEW JERSEY CATERER LAUNCHES GREEN CUISINE PROGRAM AT 

CLEAN OCEAN ACTION EVENT

WEST LONG BRANCH, NJ -  West Long Branch-based caterer and event facility, Branches, has partnered with Clean Ocean Action (OCA) at this year’s 7th annual COA Family Beach Ball for the Ocean Event on Sunday, May 23rd from 3pm-7pm at the Ship Ahoy Beach Club in Sea Bright, NJ. 

“Clean Ocean Action has been holding “green” events since it first started over 25 years ago, and we thought it would be the perfect place to launch our Green Cuisine catering program, “ said John Lombardo, the Managing Partner of Branches Catering. “We have been developing our Green Cuisine Program with WasteNot Solutions for over two years.” Lombardo’s original inspiration came when he met Greg Christian, a Chicago caterer and leader in the Green movement, at a national catering conference.

“Green Cuisine is a network of policies and procedures – it is a mindset woven into everything we do,” explained Lombardo. “The basic tenets include a sustainable food system practice that is sound, humane, economically viable and socially just, activities that insure we meet the needs of the present without compromising the ability of future generations to meet their own needs, and a way of growing, shipping, processing, preparing and eating foodstuff that doesn’t deplete our natural ecosystems.”

As a waste efficiency consultant, Susan Murray, President of WasteNot Solutions, works with companies to become more efficient in managing their waste and develop sustainable solutions in trash and recycling for their business. “Working with Branches for over two years has been a rewarding experience,” said Murray. “We are working to successfully implement a sustainable business model for the restaurant that is both viable economically and benefits the environment, as well.” 

In working with WasteNot Solutions, Branches has also enlisted the assistance of Waste Management to explore single-stream recycling and food and organic material recycling (commercial composting) resources. 

“With the help of these two companies Branches has launched their Green Cuisine program towards becoming a green catering company, using reusable dishes and flatware, employing compost recycling plans and lowering the amount of energy we use when catering a job on or off site,” explained Lombardo. “Those who attend the Clean Ocean Action event will see first hand how little to no waste we will actually produce.”

The annual fundraiser is attended by over 300 area families and will feature a tiki bar, live reggae music and games for kids. The event will also act as a venue to honor volunteerism of those who have participated in the organization’s Beach Sweeps over the past 25 years. 

“Clean Ocean Action is thrilled to have developed relationships with Branches, Waste Management and WasteNot Solutions as well as continuing our strong associations with Bayshore Recycling and other environmentally sound partners,” said Jennifer Smiga, Events and Development Director for Clean Ocean Action. “We have been hosting and promoting environmentally conscious events and programs since our inception and are pleased to know there are other businesses and corporations in the area with the same green motives.”

In addition to off-site green catering services, Branches also offers green weddings, barbeques, birthday parties and much more.

“We have a responsibility to do business in a way that helps and does not hurt our surroundings,” added Lombardo. “It is my hope that our Green Cuisine program will lead the way for more restaurants and caterers in the area to think green!”

For more information about Branches please visit BranchesCatering.com or contact  JohnLombardo@BranchesCatering.com regarding the Green Cuisine Program.

For information about Clean Ocean Action please visit CleanOceanAction.org or call 732-872-0111.
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